
PHIL3140 Philosophy / Public Affairs 

Mr. David Paul 

 

 

Contact Information 

Email: david.paul@wmich.edu; Phone: 387-4390 (department phone) 

Office Hours (3021 Moore): Mondays and Thursdays 4:45 to 5:15 

 

 

Course Objective and Methods 

My main objective is to foster in the students a greater appreciation of some of the modern moral issues 

in many of the public issues that we face today (especially in the US, but globally as well). Topics may 

include suicide, euthanasia, punishment, war, animal rights, the environment, human population, sexual 

ethics and the law. The primary methods will be discussion and reading. Every student brings a wealth 

of life experiences to a subject like this, and if you don’t volunteer your own experiences and opinions, 

the class will be much poorer for that lack. 

 

 

Reading Materials 

Moral Matters, 2
nd

 ed. by Narveson. 

 

 

Grading 

Your grade will be based on in-class assignments, one 

paper, two exams, one presentation and participation. 

Details on the exams will be posted online as the exam 

dates approach. Details on the paper and presentation are 

provided elsewhere in this syllabus (and copies are online). 

Grading Scale 

Grade Percent 

4.0 90% 

3.5 85% 

3.0 80% 

2.5 75% 

2.0 70% 

1.5 65% 

1.0 60% 

 

 

Make-Up Work 

Late papers will result in lower grades. In exceptional circumstances only, you may be permitted to 

turn in a paper late without a penalty. If your circumstances are exceptional, contact me by email to 

arrange a new due date. If you know ahead of time that you will miss a date, contact me for 

arrangements. (Examples of exceptional circumstances: religious observances, death of a family 

member or close friend, sudden illness, verifiable car accident. Examples of unacceptable 

circumstances: forgot due date, fight with a friend, dog ate your book.) I really, really do not like to 

give incompletes—let’s work together to do everything we can to prevent you from needing one. 

 

 

Classroom Disruptions 

Turn cell phones and beepers off unless you are an emergency worker. Don’t fall asleep in class. Feel 

free to bring a snack or a drink if the building's policies permit doing so for the room, but please do not 

disrupt others. There may be breaks (but not necessarily every night), but if you need to leave the room 

at another time, please be courteous as you leave the room. 

 



Cancellations 

I live about 50 miles away and bad weather might force me to cancel class; but I've commuted for more 

than 15 years and I have an excellent record of attendance so don't bet on it. If I do miss class, a note 

will be posted on the classroom door. 

 

 

Cheating 

I’ve caught students cheating before. The university demands strict adherence to its policies and I 

enforce them. The University has rules regarding cheating and explains the rights of accused students. 

Please visit WMU’s web page on the student conduct for more information. 

 

 

Other 

Please feel free to email me with any questions you have. I can usually get information across just as 

well in an email as I can during an office visit, and my office hours tend to be a bit restrictive for 

students since I commute. This course satisfies General Education Area II: Humanities. 

 

 

Accommodation for Disabilities 

Any student with a documented disability (e.g., physical, learning, psychiatric, vision, hearing, etc.) 

who needs to arrange reasonable accommodations must contact www.wmich.edu/disabilityservices. A 

disability determination must be made by this office before any accommodations are provided by the 

instructor. 

 
 
Accommodation for Religious Observance 

I follow WMU's religious observances policy and permit absences that are consistent with that policy. 

 

 

Student Academic Conduct 

You are responsible for making yourself aware of and understanding the policies and procedures in the 

Undergraduate and Graduate Catalogs that pertain to Academic Honesty. These policies include 

cheating, fabrication, falsification and forgery, multiple submission, plagiarism, complicity and 

computer misuse. [The policies can be found at http://catalog.wmich.edu under Academic Policies, 

Student Rights and Responsibilities.] If there is reason to believe you have been involved in academic 

dishonesty, you will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. You will be given the opportunity to 

review the charge(s). If you believe you are not responsible, you will have the opportunity for a 

hearing. You should consult with your instructor if you are uncertain about an issue of academic 

honesty prior to the submission of an assignment or test. 

 

 

Disclaimer 

I reserve the right to make any changes to the course (content, grading, etc.). Further, I reserve the right 

to establish fair procedures for grading for students in exceptional cases. All and any modifications to 

this syllabus will be in accordance with the rules and regulations of WMU. This syllabus does NOT 

constitute a contract between any combination of the instructor, the students or WMU. 

 

http://www.wmich.edu/conduct
http://www.wmich.edu/disabilityservices
http://www.wmich.edu/policies/religious-observances.html
http://catalog.wmich.edu/


Estimated Readings and Topics List 
 

You need to have the assigned reading finished before you come to class that day. This reading includes 

the entire chapter each night, not just the focus authors listed below. 

 

Monday Reading Material (subject) 

Jan. 9 Introduction to philosophy and ethics 

Jan. 16 MLK HOLIDAY 

Jan. 23 Suicide / Euthanasia 

Jan. 30 Abortion 

Feb. 6 Punishment / War 

Feb. 13 Morals and Animals / Morals and the Environment 

Feb. 20 Feeding the Hungry / Population 

Feb. 27 MID-TERM 

Mar. 5 SPRING BREAK 

Mar. 12 Sexual Ethics / Pornography 

Mar. 19 Non-Discrimination and Affirmative Action 

Mar. 26 Obeying the Law 

Apr. 2 Presentations 

Apr. 9 Presentations 

Apr. 16 Presentations 

Apr. 23 FINAL EXAM 
 

3140 Monday 5:30-8:00, 3014 Moore 



Presentations 
 

We’ve covered many topics in the class, but there are many that we’ve left untouched. For example, we 

haven’t talked about the extremism in American politics, the role of religion in people’s lives, the huge 

number of people killed by the American medical system every year, the impact of Moore’s Law and 

technological innovation on unemployment and the effect this is going to have on our socially accepted 

notion that to matter as a person one must also be employed. There are probably hundreds of good 

topics we could have covered (or Narveson could have covered) but didn’t. 

 

The presentation is your chance to investigate an issue that speaks to you. During April, you will bring 

your own research on a topic to the class. The method of distribution of material is up to you (handouts, 

Power Point presentation, video clips, whatever you choose), but you will be the presenter. There will 

be a question-and-answer period following your presentation. 

 

I am planning to allow for about 45 minutes per person (though I don’t actually expect anyone to take 

all that time). A few weeks before the presentations are given, you will present to me a rough 

explanation of what it is you plan to do (you’ll let me know, perhaps just in an email, what topic you 

plan to explain and what method of distribution you intend to use). 

 

 


