
PHIL3150 Race and Gender Issues CRN 46352 
Mr. David Paul 

 
Contact Information 
Email: david.paul@wmich.edu 
Office Hours (3021 Moore): R 1:00 – 2:00, and by appointment 
Classroom: G0111 Moore, M/W 5:00 to 6:15 
TA: Emily Mathias 
 

Course Objective and Methods 
My primary objective in this course is to examine issues of race, class and gender through a lens not 
normally used: science. In particular, we examine the contributions evolutionary thinking brings to 
these issues. My secondary objective is to provide students with the analytical skills to more deeply 
appreciate arguments for the various positions on these issues. I intend to provide an ethical and 
epistemological framework through which to understand these issues. As such, my method will 
include both lecture and discussion and will require written evidence of comprehension. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
1) Students will critically examine historical and contemporary race and gender issues in the United 
States. 
2) Students will appreciate the complexities of diversity across its many dimensions (including more 
than just race and gender). 
3) Students will know the major ethical principles and theories and be able to apply them in critical 
thinking about race and gender issues in the United States. 
 

Reading Materials 
Mother Nature by Sarah Blaffer Hrdy 
Additional materials may be provided by e-learning or email. 
 

Classroom Disruptions 
Turn off your phone unless you are an emergency worker. Don’t fall asleep in class. Feel free to bring a 
snack or a drink if the building's policies permit doing so for the room, but please do not disrupt 
others. There will not likely be breaks, so if you need to leave the room during class, please be 
courteous as you leave the room. 
 
Cancellations 
I live about 50 miles away and bad weather might force me to cancel class; but I've commuted for more 
than 20 years and I have an excellent record of attendance so don't bet on it. If I do miss class, I will try 
to make it known with as much advance notice as possible. 
 
Cheating 
I’ve caught students cheating before. The university demands strict adherence to its policies and I 
enforce them. The University has rules regarding cheating and explains the rights of accused students. 
Please visit WMU’s web page on the student conduct for more information. 
 
Accommodation for Disabilities 
Any student with a documented disability (e.g., physical, learning, psychiatric, vision, hearing, etc.) 
who needs to arrange reasonable accommodations must contact www.wmich.edu/disabilityservices. A 
disability determination must be made by this office before any accommodations are provided by the 
instructor. 
 
Accommodation for Religious Observance 
I follow WMU's religious observances policy and permit absences that are consistent with that policy. 
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Grading 
You will be graded on the following: attendance, several short assignments, and three tests (one of 
which is the final exam). Your mid-term grade will be based on whatever is complete by that time and 
so likely will not be an accurate reflection of your final grade. I may submit a “first work” grade; if I do, 
I will use this system: “B” if you’re doing “okay” or “D” if you’re not doing “okay.” 
 

Grade by Points 
4.0 450 
3.5 425 
3.0 400 
2.5 375 
2.0 350 
1.5 325 
1.0 300 

There are 500 Total Possible Points 
Each non-test day of class count for 5 points (there are 24 scheduled); 
attendance will count for a total of 100 points (you can earn more than that if 
there are no cancelations) so you can miss a couple of classes without risking 
this portion of your grade; as a result, attendance-make up points cannot be 
earned. [If we end up with fewer than 20 days, everyone’s attendance grade will 
be proportionately scaled to be worth up to 100 points.] The three tests count 
for 300 total points, and assignments count for 100 total points. 

 

Grading Details 
Each of the three 100-point tests will cover the material in Hrdy’s book. The tests will be completed in 
class, by hand, and will be essay in nature. A study guide will be provided before the test. Your test will 
be different from the test of the persons next to you, but everyone’s questions will come from the same 
study guide. The different test forms will be equally challenging. The final exam will only cover the 
third portion of the text, but will be comprehensive in the sense that the last section of the book is 
comprehensive. 
 

The assignments will be worth up to 25 points each; they will generally be distributed via e-learning or 
email and will require you to submit them electronically to my e-learning dropbox or by handing in a 
paper copy in class on the due date. No matter how many assignments are given, only the best four 
scores will be kept. As a result, no make-up assignments will be allowed. You lose 5 points for each 
class day an assignment is late. You may not score more than 100 total points from assignments (and, 
yes, once you reach the assignment score total you want, you may stop completing them). 
 

Late Work 
Assignments may be made up at the discretion of the instructor. It is the student’s responsibility to 
contact the instructor regarding this. Any assignment not made up before the distribution of the next 
assignment is forfeited (grade of zero). 
 
Other 
Please feel free to email me with any questions you have. I can usually get information across just as 
well in an email as I can during an office visit, and my office hours tend to be a bit restrictive for 
students since I commute. This course satisfies General Education Area VII: Natural Science and 
Technology: Applications and Implications. 
 
Student Academic Conduct 
You are responsible for making yourself aware of and understanding the policies and procedures in the 
Undergraduate and Graduate Catalogs that pertain to Academic Honesty. These policies include 
cheating, fabrication, falsification and forgery, multiple submission, plagiarism, complicity and 
computer misuse. [The policies can be found at http://catalog.wmich.edu under Academic Policies, 
Student Rights and Responsibilities.] If there is reason to believe you have been involved in academic 
dishonesty, you will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. You will be given the opportunity to 
review the charge(s). If you believe you are not responsible, you will have the opportunity for a 
hearing. You should consult with your instructor if you are uncertain about an issue of academic 
honesty prior to the submission of an assignment or test. 
 
Disclaimer 
I reserve the right to make any changes to the course (content, grading, etc.). Further, I reserve the 
right to establish fair procedures for grading for students in exceptional cases. All and any 
modifications to this syllabus will be in accordance with the rules and regulations of WMU. 
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