
PHIL3340 Biomedical Ethics CRN 43377 
Mr. David Paul 

 
Contact Information 
Email: david.paul@wmich.edu; Phone: 387-4390 (department phone) 
Office Hours (3021 Moore): Thursday 1:00 – 2:00 and by appointment 
TA/Grader: Stephen Duke 
 
Course Description 
In this course, the ethical principles (respect for autonomy, non maleficence, beneficence justice) 
and other ethical concerns (e.g. privacy, confidentiality, compassion, relationships among patients 
and professionals) are studied and applied to contemporary problems in medicine and biomedical 
research. These problems include genetic testing and therapy; organ transplantation; decision-
making regarding treatment and care at the end of life; research involving human subjects; and 
treatment issues in the AIDS epidemic. Case study methods are used. This course satisfies General 
Education Area VII: Natural Science and Technology: Applications and Implications. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
1) Students will know the major ethical principles and theories and be able to apply them in critical 
thinking about a wide variety of historical and contemporary problems in medicine and research. 
2) Students will analyze various technological innovations and their effects on these issues. 
3) Students will come to understand some of the intricacies of the social and economic issues 
involved in the just distribution of health care resources. 
 
Reading Materials 
Bioethics 2nd ed. by Lewis Vaughn 
 
Overview 
The course will be conducted entirely online. In a typical week, students will be required to read a 
handful of essays and take a short quiz over those essays. About every other week, students will be 
required to complete a writing assignment. There will be no other grades. Discussion forums on the 
various topics will be managed, and your participation will be monitored. 
 
Email 
All correspondence regarding this course will either be sent to WMU email accounts (from GoWMU) 
or else posted to the e‐learning environment. Students are required to regularly check their WMU 
accounts, and all correspondence from them should be sent from those accounts (per university 
policy). Emails to the instructor or GA should be sent to them directly and not posted as mail 
through e‐learning; this will ensure a faster response since e‐learning mail has to be checked 
separately from university email. 
 
Grading 
Your grade will be based on your quizzes and your writing assignments. There are six writing 
assignments and the lowest score will be dropped. There are thirteen scheduled quizzes and the 
lowest three scores will be dropped. Because so many quizzes will be dropped, there will be no make-
up quizzes for any reason. The sum of all your quizzes will be worth 25% of your grade; each writing 
assignment will be worth 15% of your grade.  
 
Weekly Quizzes 
Quizzes will be available starting Monday at 9:00 in the morning and will become unavailable on 
Wednesday at 9:00 in the morning. In between those times, you must go to the website and take the 
quiz. You will have a limited amount of time available once you start. You should complete the quiz 
without any study materials present, and you should not attempt a quiz before you’ve finished the 
reading. 
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Writing Assignments 
The course schedule indicates when the writing assignments are due. If an assignment is up to 48 
hours late, a penalty of one letter grade will be applied (e.g., A to BA). If an assignment is more than 
48 hours late, a penalty of two letter grades will be applied (e.g., A to B). The last paper due cannot 
be submitted late. [Note: Because one writing assignment is being dropped, if you are happy with 
your writing assignment grade by the time the final paper is due, taking a zero on that paper cannot 
hurt your grade.] 
 Each writing assignment will come from a prompt. Most prompts will be complex and have 
multiple components. You may use any materials you wish while you complete the assignment, 
except that you are expected not to collaborate with other students. There is no specific length 
requirement; the paper should be long enough to answer all the parts of the prompt completely and 
should be no longer. In some cases, your assignments might be as short as 600 words, in other cases 
as long as 3,000 words. You should properly cite all your sources—failure to do so will be considered 
plagiarism. 
 
Technical Support 
For any technical support pertaining to the course (including course readings), contact EUP by phone 
at (269) 387‐2847 or by email at atis-support@wmich.edu. Neither the instructor nor graduate 
assistant is able to provide technical support. 
 
Cheating 
Don’t cheat. You will be caught and punished. The university demands strict adherence to its policies 
and I enforce them. The University has rules regarding cheating and explains the rights of accused 
students. Please visit WMU’s web page on the student conduct for more information. 
 
Student Academic Conduct 
You are responsible for making yourself aware of and understanding the policies and procedures in 
the Undergraduate and Graduate Catalogs that pertain to Academic Honesty. These policies include 
cheating, fabrication, falsification and forgery, multiple submission, plagiarism, complicity and 
computer misuse. [The policies can be found at http://catalog.wmich.edu under Academic Policies, 
Student Rights and Responsibilities.] If there is reason to believe you have been involved in academic 
dishonesty, you will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. You will be given the opportunity to 
review the charge(s). If you believe you are not responsible, you will have the opportunity for a 
hearing. You should consult with your instructor if you are uncertain about an issue of academic 
honesty prior to the submission of an assignment or test. 
 
Accommodation for Disabilities 
Any student with a documented disability (e.g., physical, learning, psychiatric, vision, hearing, etc.) 
who needs to arrange reasonable accommodations must contact www.wmich.edu/disabilityservices. 
A disability determination must be made by this office before any accommodations are provided by 
the instructor. 
 
Accommodation for Religious Observance 
I follow WMU's religious observances policy and permit absences that are consistent with that policy. 
However, in the online environment, this should never be a problem. 
 
Disclaimer 
I reserve the right to make any changes to the course (content, grading, etc.). Further, I reserve the 
right to establish fair procedures for grading for students in exceptional cases. All and any 
modifications to this syllabus will be in accordance with the rules and regulations of WMU. 
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