
PHIL3500 The Modern Worldview 
Instructor 
Mr. David Paul 
Email: david.paul@wmich.edu 
Phone: 387-4390 (department phone) 
 
Office Hours (3021 Moore) 
Monday/Thursday: 4:55 – 5:15 and after class 
Website: http://homepages.wmich.edu/~dpaul 
 
Objective and Methods 
You will examine several of the major scientific theories in human history.  You will learn about the 
history of science and technology, the role that science has played in civilization, and the 
consequences of having a scientific point of view.  After you’ve broadly examined science, you’ll 
spend the last half of the semester focusing on one theory: evolutionary theory.  You will gain insight 
into the assumptions and implications of a scientific view. 
 
Reading Materials 
Coming of Age in the Milky Way (Timothy Ferris) 
Mother Nature (Sarah Blaffer Hrdy) 
 
Grading 
Attendance will account for 25% of your grade.  You will have a few tests and assignments which will 
account for the other 75%.  The sum of the tests will be worth not less than the sum of the 
assignments. 
 
There may be a curve at the end of the term.  The student with the median grade will be assigned as 
many points as necessary to bring his/her score to a 75% if his/her score is below 75%; every other 
student will receive equally many points.  If the median student's grade (or the average grade) is 75% 
or higher, no adjustments will be made. 
 
Grading Scale 
Grade Percent 
4.0 90% 
3.5 85% 
3.0 80% 
2.5 75% 
2.0 70% 
1.5 65% 
1.0 60% 
 
Make-Up Work 
I will allow a test to be made up in exceptional circumstances only.  If you miss a test and your 
circumstances are exceptional, contact me by email to arrange a make-up.  If you know ahead of time 
that you will miss a test, contact me for arrangements.  I really, really do not like to give incompletes—
if it's looking like you won't be able to complete the semester, please consider dropping the course 
and taking it another term. 
 
Cheating 
I’ve caught students cheating before.  The university demands a fairly strict adherence to its policies 
and I  enforce them.  The University has rules regarding cheating and explains the rights of accused 
students.  Please visit WMU’s web page on the student code for more information. 
 
http://www.osc.wmich.edu/studentcode/ 
 



Classroom Disruptions 
Turn cell phones and beepers off unless you are an emergency worker.  Don’t fall asleep in class.  
Feel free to bring a snack or a drink, but please do not disrupt others.  There will be breaks, but if you 
need to leave the room at another time, please be courteous as you leave the room. 

 
Cancellations 
I live about 50 miles away and bad weather might force me to cancel class; but I've commuted for 
more than 10 years and I have an excellent record of attendance so don't bet on it.  If I do miss class, 
a note will be posted on the classroom door. 
 
Other 
Please feel free to email me with any questions you have.  I can usually get information across just as 
well in an email as I can during an office visit, and my office hours tend to be a bit restrictive for 
students since I commute. 
 

Other 
Please feel free to email me with any questions you have.  I can usually get information across just as 
well in an email as I can during an office visit, and my office hours tend to be a bit restrictive for 
students since I commute. 
 

Accommodation for Disabilities 
Any student with a documented disability (e.g., physical, learning, psychiatric, vision, hearing, etc.) 
who needs to arrange reasonable accommodations must contact Ms. Beth Denhartigh at 387-2116 or 
at beth.denhartigh@wmich.edu at the beginning of the semester. A disability determination must be 
made by this office before any accommodations are provided by the instructor. 
 
Student Academic Conduct 
You are responsible for making yourself aware of and understanding the academic policies and 
procedures in the Undergraduate or Graduate Catalogs (found online, http://catalog.wmich.edu) that 
pertain to Student rights and responsibilities. These policies include cheating, fabrication, falsification 
and forgery, multiple submission, plagiarism, complicity, and computer misuse. If there is reason to 
believe you have been involved in academic dishonesty, you will be referred to the Office of Student 
Judicial Affairs. You will be given the opportunity to review the charge(s). If you believe you are not 
responsible, you will have the opportunity for a hearing. You should consult with me if you are 
uncertain about an issue of academic honesty prior to the submission of an assignment or test. 
 
Disclaimer 
I reserve the right to make any changes to the course (content, grading, etc.).  Further, I reserve the 
right to establish fair procedures for grading for students in exceptional cases.  All and any 
modifications to this syllabus will be in accordance with the rules and regulations of WMU.  This 
syllabus does NOT constitute a contract between any combination of the instructor, the students or 
WMU. 

mailto:beth.denhartigh@wmich.edu


Estimated Readings and Topics List 
 
You need to have the assigned reading finished before you come to class each day.  I will often 
lecture on material that you may believe is unrelated to the text material.  The test questions will come 
from both text and lecture. 
 
The reading for this course is difficult.  You will be reading about such topics as rather complicated 
theories in philosophy to relativity theory to graduate-level analyses of rather advanced concepts in 
evolutionary biology.  I have used these books for years so I know what my students are capable of.  
However, if you let yourself get behind, you’re going to get into trouble very quickly.  If you cannot 
keep up with this level of reading (for example, if you’ve suddenly gotten a very time-consuming new 
job) you might want to re-consider taking the course.  (Just a fair warning.) 
 

Week Material to Be Read Subjects Covered  

Jan 10 Introduction, Ferris 1-2 Pre-Socratics to Aristotle  

Jan 17 MLK Day – no class  

Jan 24 Ferris 3-5 Copernicus to Galileo  

Jan 31 Ferris 6-8 Newton to Kant  

Feb 7 Ferris 9-11 Einstein Test 1 (Ferris Chs. 1-8) 

Feb 14 Ferris 12-14 19th and 20th Century  

Feb 21 Ferris 15-17 Quantum Theory  

Feb 28 Ferris 18-20 Big Bang, Cosmology Test 2 (Ferris Chs. 9-20) 

Mar 7 Spring Break  

Mar 14 Hrdy 1-3 Relevance of Variation  

Mar 21 Hrdy 4-7 Maternity and Primates  

Mar 28 Hrdy 8-11 Alloparents  

Apr 4 Hrdy 12-14 Maternal Tradeoffs Test 3 (Hrdy Chs. 1-11) 

Apr 11 Hrdy 15-20 Infant’s Perspective  

Apr 18 Hrdy 21-24 A Modern Analysis  

Apr 25 FINAL EXAM (begins at 7:15pm)  

 
Monday: 5:30 pm - 8:50 pm 
Brown Hall 02028 
Jason L. Gordon 
 


