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Contact Information 
Email: david.paul@wmich.edu 
Office Hours (3021 Moore): R 1:00 – 2:00, and by appointment 
Classroom: 1121 Moore Hall, Thursday 2:00 – 3:40 
 
Course Description 
This course includes a philosophical examination of the foundations of ethics in the professions. Topics 
to be considered include the professions and professionalism, relationships between professional and 
ordinary ethics, social responsibilities of the professions, professional/client relationships, regulation of 
the professions, and codes of ethics. 
 
Course Methods 
Students are required to evaluate text and other material and participate in discussion. 
 
Reading Materials 
Ethics Across the Professions by Martin, Vaught and Solomon 
 
Classroom Disruptions 
Basic courtesy is the measure here. Silence your phone. Don’t sleep in class. You may bring something 
to eat or drink so long as you’re not disruptive about it, if the room’s rules allow it. If you’re going to 
take notes on a laptop, don’t sit in front of others and spend the class period on Facebook. 
 
Cancellations 
I live about 50 miles away and bad weather or road issues might force me to cancel class; but I've 
commuted for more than 20 years and I have an excellent record of attendance so don't bet on it. If I do 
miss class, I will try to get someone to post a note on the classroom door. And, if I miss class due to 
something other than a road emergency, I’ll send an email to everyone. 
 
Cheating 
I’ve caught students cheating before. The university demands strict adherence to its policies and I 
enforce them. The University has rules regarding cheating and explains the rights of accused students. 
Please visit WMU’s web page on the student conduct for more information. 
 
Student Academic Conduct 
You are responsible for making yourself aware of and understanding the policies and procedures in the 
Undergraduate and Graduate Catalogs that pertain to Academic Honesty. These policies include 
cheating, fabrication, falsification and forgery, multiple submission, plagiarism, complicity and 
computer misuse. [The policies can be found at http://catalog.wmich.edu under Academic Policies, 
Student Rights and Responsibilities.] If there is reason to believe you have been involved in academic 
dishonesty, you will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. You will be given the opportunity to 
review the charge(s). If you believe you are not responsible, you will have the opportunity for a hearing. 
You should consult with your instructor if you are uncertain about an issue of academic honesty prior to 
the submission of an assignment or test. 
 
Accommodation for Disabilities 
Any student with a documented disability (e.g., physical, learning, psychiatric, vision, hearing, etc.) who 
needs to arrange reasonable accommodations must contact www.wmich.edu/disabilityservices. A 
disability determination must be made by this office before any accommodations are provided by the 
instructor. 
 
Accommodation for Religious Observance 
I follow WMU's religious observances policy and permit absences that are consistent with that policy. 
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Other 
Please email me any questions you have. I can usually get information across just as well in an email as 
I can during an office visit. I intend to moderate a discussion forum online where you can ask questions. 
 
Grading 
Your grade will be determined on the basis of attendance, assignments, a paper and a final exam. Below 
you will see both the points needed for each possible grade and the percentage weight of each of the 
grading categories. All assignments will be handled online. Details for the paper will be distributed 
separately. 

 
Grade by Points 
4.0 450 
3.5 425 
3.0 400 
2.5 375 
2.0 350 
1.5 325 
1.0 300 
 

Weight of Grade by Category 
 
40% Assignments (200 points – best 8 at 25 points each) 

20% Final Exam (100 points) 

20% Lecture Attendance / Participation (100 points) 

20% Paper (100 points) 

 

 

Grading Details (see also the course schedule) 
There are 13 scheduled days of attendance in class. You will receive 10 points for attending class; the 
allotment of total points from attendance for your semester grade is 100, so, if you attend all 13 classes, 
you can obtain more than the allotted points. You can also miss up to two classes and still receive 100% 
for this portion of your grade. As a result, there will be no make-up points for attendance if you miss a 
class. (You may be given fewer than 10 points for your attendance on any given day, if it’s warranted.) 
Participation is also a factor in this portion of your grade: if your contributions to class are meritorious, 
you may receive points in excess of 10 for any given day (and if your participation is distracting or 
otherwise disadvantageous to the class, you may receive fewer than 10 points for any given day). 

The research paper will be broken into smaller pieces. First, you will be required to turn in a paper 
copy of your topic worth 0 points (you lose 1 point for each calendar day it’s late); this will not be 
returned to you. You will later be required to turn in a rough draft (with at least a partial bibliography) 
worth 0 points, but you will get your rough draft back, with comments (you will lose 1 point for each 
calendar day it’s late). Finally, the paper itself will be worth 100 points (you will lose 2 points for each 
calendar day it’s late). More detailed instructions for the paper will come later in the semester. You will 
turn in the topic and rough draft online; the final copy will be in person. 

The assignments will be worth up to 25 points each; they will generally be distributed via e-learning 
or email and will require you to submit them electronically to my e-learning dropbox or by handing in a 
paper copy in class on or before the due date. No matter how many assignments are given, only the best 
eight scores will be kept. As a result, no make-up assignments will be allowed. You lose 1 point for each 
calendar day an assignment is late. You may not score more than 200 total points from assignments 
(and, yes, once you reach the assignment score total you want, you may stop completing them). 
 
Late Work 
Late assignments may be made up at the discretion of the instructor. It is the student’s responsibility to 
contact the instructor or assistant regarding this. Any assignment not made up before the distribution 
of the next assignment is forfeited (grade of zero). Late papers will be explained in a future document. 
 
Disclaimer 
I reserve the right to make any changes to the course (content, grading, etc.) at any time. Further, I 
reserve the right to establish fair procedures for grading for students in exceptional cases. All and any 
modifications to this syllabus will be in accordance with the rules and regulations of WMU. By 
remaining registered in the course the student agrees to be bound by this syllabus. 
 


